
r VI'IONAL INTELLIGENCER.

BU£P2ISIKG AND IMPORTANT ANNOUNCEMENT.

As ihc moit significant part of a letteY is some-

tiDics found in its postaoript, bo It is oertain that
the most import nt and interesting part of the

sp< eeh made at New York on Tuesday last by the
Hon. MontooM.RY Ulaib, the lato Postmaster
General, was thrown into a parenthesis. That pa-
remhtsis contained the following piece of novtl
inlormation :

Alludiug to tha fact that Mr. Vallandigham,
after having ojpoeed the nomination of Gen. Mc-
Cltllan, wlun Le found himself outvoted, as is
usual with tho leader of the minority in such
bcdiie, iiuii movid that the nomination of Gen.
McClillan should bo made unanimous, Mr. Blaib
Fki I :

" On liig motion, every voice that had been raised to fory
UfcfciUhMhe nomination of MeClellau was silenced, and tbe
vot- in bis favor made unanimous. There wm a potent
spell iu fc.s voice that made ' a cessation of hostilities,' 'a

Co ivri tii>u of the State*,' of course as equals and inde-

pei dr-tit. bnd a quoud un chief of the Federal army.(one
wbi in to the lAft I belii-ved to be true to tbe cause io
wtich hi* ciun'ry is embark, d, and, I may add, tch m the
Pusuhnt held to br patriotic, and had concerttd with Gtn
Giant to bring ofain into the fiild as his adjunct, if he
tumid his bath on the proposals of the peace junto at

Chie"g»).tolt ad the laU assault pressed by tho Southern
con->pir, t rs, countenanced by foreign Powers, aghinstthe
int itutious of thecouutry."
From tl is extraordinary statement we learn that

tho PnHdcLt had arranged with Gen. Grant to

biii.g Gen MoClellan a^ain into the field as his
"adjunct," provided the latter should decline the
noa inuiion of the Chicago Convention.
We wish tie whole American people to ponder

this statenu nt and mark its significance. They will
leu n from tbi* puolic announcement, made by a gen¬
tleman who, as a member of Mr. Lincoln's Cabinet,
ban shared his coiifidincc in an unsurpassed de-

grne, t'.at both the President and Gen. Grant have
full eoi fi lencc iu Gen. MeClelian's military capa¬
city, iuvniuch thatiihad been "concerted" between
Mr Lii.coin and the Lieutenant General tbatGen.
Mot 1 l a;; nh« uid be the "adjunct" of the latter,
j bey will further learn fiom this extraordinary
on .i»uncemei.t that the President has no objections
to Gi n. MeClellan save such as spring from the
position of political rivalry into which the latter
hi-» b;en brought by the Chicago Convention. If
G-jq. McClellii had been willing to renounce the
n< miuation conferred by that body, he would have
been immediately thereupon a good enough Gene¬
ral to be tho "adjunct" of Gen. Grant in his difli-
ci It aod responsible duties.
A ftcr this statement we shall hope to hear no

rc lioctions on the military capacity of Gen. McClel-
1/ q frum any friend of President Lincoln; for
t i) such reflections *an only imply that the Prisi-
d nt, iu his satisfaction at getting quit of a dreaded
p- liiieal lival, wcu!d have been williog to put an

if o mpetent < fficer in command of tho lives of our

. ildicis and of the military fortunes of tho R.2-
pablic. When the statement is looked at in all
t e a^pccts it opens to the candid and patriotic
n iiid, we groatly mistake tho character of the
Aoitriicin people if it does not produce a profound
impression on tho country. It is as significant as

it is surprising. The friends of truth and of
justice, equally with the friends of Gen. Mo-
Cli Han, ought to bo grateful to Mr. Pl*ir for the
s i be has brought to them, by scattering at a sin-
g'e wh.ff of bis brea'h the cloud of detraction with
which, for political purposes, it has been sought to
obscure the military reputation of Gen. rcClellan.
Wc should not omit to add that we had several

weeks rg > an intimation of the proposition made
hi the President to Gen. McClellan under this
ba^d, and which Mr. Montgomery Clair h.is now

p.ibl si'Cd tothe world and oonfirmcd by the autho¬
rity of bis name. Wo hod no doubt at the time
of the authenticity of the statements which then
. tmc to our knowledge, but we were unwilling to
give them currency until they had assumed a

shape entinly trustworthy. The intimatijn to
w'uich we refer, confirmed as it was by some other
s urecs if knowledge on the subject, appeared in
a New York journal under date of last August
4ih, having b in communicated to that journal
by its correspondent in this city. Tie wrote as

fill iw.i :

"Ton hhVrf already advi«ed your readers that Prank
Blair, senior, bad teen in New York, bat that nothing haa
tnnspired yet as t.» his minion. That secret I now
h .ve. It appear* thit his miiiioo irts lor the purpose of
s eing Gou. MeClellan, and the report that be brines back
i> notju*t what be deiired. Mr Blair found, no his arrival
ii. New York, that MeClellan and wife we e stopping with
a fro nd on I hrogg'a Neck, in Weatcbester county. He
n icnediately p sted oflf to tee bim ; but on his arrival there
B .di Mr*. McClellan, who iufrms bim that tbe Oeoeral
w ** m the city that day. After ascertaining where he
c< uld K- t trace of him he retraces his steps, aod succeeds
kn obt .in,rig an interview with 'Little M»o' at two P
F , 11 si>rue private office down town. After exchanging
fie usual cu.mpl merits of tie day Mr. Blair, seni >r, pro
c*e is to business, and informs Hen McClellnn ' that bis
a iriee» are te ded in the fiell, and that if he will address
an t- t > either tbe Piesideot or himself stating that he
h n n political sapirations, and that he will not allow his
nmu* to h u.ed at the Chicago Convention, he (the Prrsi-
d t) aiIIi/ivh in id (MeClelan) an important command at
o ir «' I hi* may not have been tbe precise wording of
V r biair'* .tnteu^nta in every particular; but it ia tbe pre
e v nit ftancf hnd purport of h>s statement. Geo. McClel-
h>u s u p y wtr j ut »ucb a* an indigoaot man of bi« ability
would giv^ to Kuril u proposition. As a matnr of course
b.- r> pudiat«d n.i,king tny bar.ams ar.d refused to write
ai<> ancb ette ; but it u adid that he intimatrd that b*,
a* a tiiilnaiy « fli er, was under the oi'dera .,f the President
and il toe latter ordered ti^ Ut ukfl the he WO(j,d
L»ve io or resign.

'. I l.r rem tof all this is that Mr B'air rotting ;n . a-
f .d diy bud tateof mu,d. declare t.lMt jt won't dot . v MeClellan a command unln.. agr^r, not to al|..wti- i.au e to b< tuted; lor that w»| br nj.ovnW.gt to tte Ad
l.im.t ation tfckum every tiling bsckabat tbey ba . done
. gnumt tiim, and acknowledging to tbe world that ttirv
\ . r- all wrong in r moving him and treating fcim M
la^i-; which will be iquivalent to giving 'Little Mae'
' lie.bail o< the ftepublic»n vote io November. This of
«onrse,wMi't do. All say that even if McClellao sbonld
cgir,. :o it he could not expect any tbiiig hot t«-n time*
v tr« atmebt tban be has ever had brfore ju»t as aona
«« lie electn n is over, or perhaps immodiateiy upon the
» hiCHgn coiiveiiiiOj n«.minaiing their candidate, ihc in-t f s a .1 the ^oonny, to ¦ y nothing of bis owd, make the
».Co pim c- of any nich proposition as Mr. Blait's absurd,
pr* p<>.ti-riii* fcxid 1 might say cnmioal.

I h« iibi v-i iact* oi ibe working of matters behind thescenes J. u iu.y tully leiy upon. Ihe visit of Mr Blair,and bis Uitmiew with MeClellan, I upmaa goodauthority as ib, uKh Mr. Bla.r bad writwjp them out or in-J- in.od me in peitoo."

UrcL,0L mCono,Oood,-^^.
"I Wto eit.m ftm to tt. A,
ni compared with the quotatioca of a month aod six waeks
ngo..bolion TravtlUr,

THE MlBYtAHD CONVENTION INI? ITS WORK

We lave already, in more ways than one, oalled
the attention of our readers to the illegal assump¬
tions of power exeroised by the Maryland Conven¬
tion fur the purpose of securing the adoption of
the new Constitution recently frimed by it, and
ordered to be submitted to only a portion of the
people for their ratification or rejection. Xs such
usurpation cannot bs perpetrated in one State
without injury to the cause of constitutional jus¬
tice in every State of the Union, we recur to the
topic again for the purpose of plaoing in a clear
light some of the fundamental principles of free
government infringed by the anomalous proceed¬
ings of the majority of the Convention.

It is known that the Convention, instead of pro¬
viding for the popular submission of their work,
according to the statutes which regulate the elec¬
tive franchise under the existing Constitution of
Maryland, has assumed the right to alter and
abolish those regulations, and to substitute for
them certain regulations which form a part of the
projected Constitution.an instrument as yet
wholly without any binding authority, and which
is professedly submitted to the people for the pur¬
pose of testing their wish whether it ever shall
have any binding authority on the people. But,
by an anomaly as revolutionary in piactice as it
ia absurd in theory, the Convention antedate the
subaissbn of their work to the popular ord;al so-

far as to assume that a part of the new Constitu¬
tion is nlready the fundamental law of tho State,
overriding the existing Constitution, and displac¬
ing the existing regulations in the matter of the
clociivc franchise. This is done in the first

phce, by imposing restrictions on the right of
suffrage whioh are not authorized by the pre¬
sent Constitution and laws cf the State; and,
secondly, by extending lhat right to others,
(soldiers in the fi.ld,) without any power to do
so under the present Constitution and laws of the
State. Though the members of the Convention
were bound by their oaths to support the existing
Constitution in the act of framing a new one for
the people, they have assumed in this respect a

right to alter and modify'its provisions according
to their own notions.
The existing Constitution secures to every citizen

of Maryland the right to vote in the district where
he res'des. Ic says he "shall be entitled to vote.
And tho Legislature of the State ha? passed cer¬

tain regulations, which, so far as they are in con¬

formity with the Constitution, are the only rules
by which the judges of the election can suffer
themselves to be guided in any election held under
the present Constitution. This statement is so

axiomatic that it does not need any demonstration.
Nobody will contest its truth. If it needed any
affirmance it could bo abundantly found in the ro-

oent history of Maryland. We will briefly re-traoe

it, not for the benefit of intelligent readers, but for
the 'confusion of those who have undertaken to

trample on the most primary principles of popular
government as regulated by const.tuuons and laws.

While Gen. Dix was in command of the Military
Department within which Maryland was then em¬

braced, he received a request from tho inspectors of
tho election at New Windsor, in Carroll eounty, ask¬
ing him to issuo a proclamation prescribing to voters
as a condition of exercising tho elective franchise
that they should take an oath to support the Con¬
stitution of tho United States. There certainly
could be no objection to the imposition of such an

oath, if prescribed by competent authority.but
what did Gen. Dix reply? We oito from his an¬

swer to the supcrservictable inspectors as follows :
" Headquarters Drpanmt.nl of Pennsylvania,

.' Baltimore, (Md.) November 1, lc61.
" GENTLEMEN: I have received >our letter of tbe'-Wib

ultimo. king me to i«»ue » proclamation authorizing you
t . to all pt»r*ons of doubtful loyalty who offur
their vote* at the aiproncbing election, an <ath to aupport
toe Conntl ution of tDe United States. If 1 hud tbe power
I w< u!d most cheerlully do so, tor i o one who >¦ false to
the Government ought to be allowed to voe Out the Con-
stitwiyn and I us of Maryland prnvxde for the ntrcise of
the el dire Jra'Chise by regulati ms with ukich I Kuve no

right tn interfere "

Gen. Schenck, the succcssDr of Gen. Dix, was

not restrained by any such scruples He assumed
a right to itnposo on the people of Maryland a test
oath as a qualification preliminary to the cxerc se

of the elective franchise, and issued an ordsrundor
dato of Ootober 27, 1863, directing " all provost
marshals and other military officers commanding in
Maryland to support the judges of elections Su the
4th of November, 18G3, in reqviriny an oath of
alleyiahre to the Cut ed State* as the test of citi¬
zenship of any one whose vote may be challenged
on the ground that he is not loyal, or docs not ad¬
mit his allegiance to tho United States," which
oath was in tho following form and terms:
" I do solemnly'*wear that I will aupport, protect, and

defend tbe Consiitu'ion and Government of tbe United
States against a;l enemies, whether domestic or foreign;
that I hereby pledge* my allegiance, faith, and loyalty to
the saiSe, any ord.nance, resolution, or law of any 8 Ate
Convention or Ktate Leguhture to the contrary notwith
standing that I will at all time* yi«* 11 a hearty and will¬
ing obedience to the and Constitution and Government,
and will not, either dir.'Ctly or indirectly, do any act in
hostility to the same, either by tnking up anna against
them, or aiding, abetting, or c tuntenaocing thi.se in arm*
aga n'at them ; lhat, without permission trom the lawiul
authority. I will have no communication, direct or indirect,
with theNtttea in insurrection against the United States,
i.r with either of thein, or with any peraon or per*on*
within said insurrectionary Statea; and that I will in all
thing* deport myself aa a good and loyal c.tizen of the
United States.

'

This I do in good faitb, with full determi
nation, pledge, and purpose lo keep this, my sworn obli¬
vion and without auy mental reservation or evasion
whatsoever "

This oath, it will bo seen, was entirely prospec¬
tive in its operation and effect. It did not under¬
take to disfranchise any body for his former acta,
still less for his former opinions, yat, being pre¬
scribed without legitimate authority under the
Constitution and laws of Maryland, Gov. Bradford
very properly issued a proclamation to the judges
of election lorbiddmg them to take any notice of
Gen. Sjhenek's "order," and in an address "to
the People of Maryland, and more especially to the
judges of election," he instructed the latter as

follows: .

" I need not. 1 am aura, remind them of the term* of the
oath they are required to take before entering upon their
dntiea, and according to which they swear . to permit all
peraona to vote who ahall offer to poll at the election, Ac.,
irho in thr.xr judgment thnll, according to the directions
eontainrd in I he Constitution and laws, be entitled to pollat the same flection, and n.it permit any person to poll at
th* atune election who it not in their judgment qualified to
vote a* af*re«aid '

" It ii the j dgment of the. judges of tUclian alons, founded Upon the provision* ot the Constitution anu the laws Ol
tbe ftate, that must determine the right to vote of any

Cr»on offering himself lor that purpo»e. 1 trust and be
ve that tbey will form lhat judgment and discbarge their

duty as their conscientious convictions of its requirement*anier tbe solemn obligation* they aaaume shall dictate,unieterred by an order to provost marshals to report them
to * headquarters.'"

It if in the presence of these principles and

preoedents that We are prepared to appreciate the
illegal and unconstitutional assumption of the late
Convention, when it not only prescribes an oath
which, as the condition of suffrage in Maryland, is
unknown to the existiDg Constitution and laws,
but when that oath is of a nature and quality open
to the gravest exceptions on grounds of reason and
right. Not only is an oath prescribed by the Con¬
vention, which had no right to presoribe any oath,
but the oath itself is made retroactive in its opera¬
tions for the purpose of limiting the right of suf¬
frage in a way as unreasonable as it is illegal. The
test oath prescribed by the Convention is as fol¬
lows :

" I do ewear or affirm that I am a cititen of the Uuited
State*, that I have never given auy aid, countenance, or
aopport to those in armed boatility to the United State#,
that I have never expressed a desire for the triumph of
.aid eurmies ».ver the arms <.f tie United State*, and that
I will bear true faith and allegiance to the United State*
and support the Constitution and la.w* thereof a* the *u
preme law of the laud, any law or ordinance of any State to
the contrary notwithstanding ; that I will in all reipecta de¬
mean myself a* a loyal cilia -n of the UniteJ State*; that
I make ibisotth or affirmation without any reservation or
evasion, and believe it to be bindiug on me."

In the election to bo had on the " adoption or

rejeotion" of the Constituiion, it is ordered that
the vote shall be by ballot, and each ballot shall
describe thereon the words " For the Constitu¬
tion" or " Against the Constitution," as the voter

may elect, and it shall be conducted in all respects
the general elections of the State are now con¬

ducted, except that the judges of election shall
administer to every person offering to vote the
oath or affirmation above-mentioned, and should
any person offering to vote refuse or decline to take
said oath, " he shall not be permitted to vote at such
cleotion, but the taking of such oath or affirmation
shall not be deemed conclusivo evidence of the
right of such person to vote." And in order to
make it impossible for tlio judges of election or

tho Governor of the State to cxccute the existing
laws according to their oaths of office, the Conven¬
tion further ordered that.

" It shall be the duty of the return judge* of Baltimore,
and of the sever«l counties of the Stale, having counted tho
votes given lor or against tho adoption of this constitution,
to certify the result thereof in the manner now prescribed
by law, accompanied with a special statement that every
person ?cho has voitd has taken the oath or ujjirmulion pre-
scrihfd by this constitution; and the Governor, upon re¬

ceiving such result, ami ascertaining the aggregate vote
throughout tbe State, including the soldiers' vote, here n-
after provided for, shall, by hi* proclamation, uiako known
the same, and if a majority of the votes cast sh-ill be for
the adoption of this Constitution it shall go into . fleet on
the firm day of November, eighteen hundred and sixty-four.

" And the Governor shall exclude from count the votes of
any county or city the return ju e>s of which shall fail to

certify in the returns, as jrrescnbti by this tchedultthat all
persons who have voted have taken the oath prescribed to be
taken, unless the Governor shall be satisfied that such Oith
was actuilly administered, and that the failure to make
the certificate has been from inadvertence or mistake."

By this arrangement it will be seen that the
Governor and judges of elections arc made parties to
the violation of their sworn duties as prescribed
by the existing Constitution and laws of Maryland.
If the judges shall perform their sworn duties, as

interpreted to them by Gov. Bradford in his pro¬
test against the assumption of Gon. Schenek,
they will thereby only promote the object of the
men who devised this scheme, for votes so taken
and returned according to tho existing Constitution
and laws-of Maryland would be cast out. If the
judges shall submit to the assumption of this Con¬
vention, (as they were warned not to do by Gov.
Bradford in the case of Gen. Schenek,) they will
violate their cath of office.as judges bound to obey
the existing Constitution and laws of tho State.
Such is the dilemma in whioh the judges of elec¬
tion and the Governor himself have been placed
by this artificc.
And as it was foreseen by the dominant majori¬

ty of the Convention that a Constitution thus fas¬
tened on tho necks of tho people, in violation of
public law and of private right, was a Constitution
liable to be declared null and void by the Judiciary
of the State, they farther provided that every per¬
son holding any office of trust or profit under the
late Constitution, or under any law of tho State,
and who shall be continued in e ffico under the new
Constitution, or ucder any law of the State, shall,
tctthtn thirty dnt/n after this Constitution thall
have gone into effecty tike and subscribe an oath or
affirmation to support tho new Constitution, and if
any suoh person shall lail to take said oath his
office shall bj ipsa facto vacant. Under this re¬

gulation the Judges of the State, within thirty
days after the adoption of the new Constitution,
and therefore before any question can be raised re-

ipeoting the measures taken to procur« its adoption,
will be cither sworn to support the instrument or
their places will bo vacated.

Now, we a?k the candid reader whether any
good cause can be subserved by such practices as

these? Docs the cause of ccn^titutional liberty
require the perversion of the plainest and mo*t
fundamental piinciples of constitutional justice?
Docs the cause of freedom demand tho violation
equally of private and of public right? If all
tx P°sl Jarto ,aw* »rc odious and unjust, what
shall be said of an ex post facto regulation which
applies not to past deeds, or even words, but to
the sclf-confesscd thoughts of any and every citizen
in Maryland ? The citizen is subjected to dis¬
franchisement not ouly for the opinions he may
now hold, but for those which he at any time has
held in the past, near or distant, and which he may
have sincc disavowed and changed. An opinion,
a pawing thought or sentiment, such as, on the'
lfth of April, 1861, was freely expressed by many
who now boast of their unconditional loyalty, and
havo been rewarded accordingly, will forever dis¬
franchise and disqualify them, unless a pardon
should bo vouchsafed by a two-thirds vote of some
future Legislature.

I'ndcr this prescription of the Convention, men
for example, like the editors of the Baltimore
American cannU vote for tho new Constitution
without committing perjury; for it is known that
that journal in the critical days which followed the
uprising of Baltimore against the authority of the
Government took sides with the insurgent author¬
ities and population of the city. It .ajfi on thc
20th of April, 1861 :

" It i* no longer a time to discus*, but to act so aa to
direct them. We have, through our constituted authorities
declared lhat the Northern troops ..hall n.t be t.ai«eri
I.rough our city, and that declaration roust now be auo
ported with determination, energy, and unanimity Ther*
must be preparation, orgaoitation, and g 1(,d counsel To
prevent the passage of troops they should be met beyond
the limit* of the city by *uob an ..rganiml force a* will
make the prohibition effectual We must keen th. war
away from our h. mea if possible. The facts *tat*d else¬
where show what measure* have already been t .ken to
.eoure these end*."

Since the power of the National Government
has been firmly established in Maryland, there is no
joarnal whioh ha* more strongly proved ite "loy-

aity" than the BaltimoreAmericas, and y#t; forh*?'
iag in April, 1801, given "ail, countenance, and
support to those in armed hostility to the llnited
States, its editors must now submit to be disfran¬
chised by the very Constitution whose adoption
they urge in their columns.
We have recurred to this subjeot not because we

have any objection to any particular provision of
the projeoted Constitution. With our well-known
ideas on the subjeot of slavery, no reader will sus-

peot us of any unwillingness to see constitutional
measures taken for the abolition of slavery by the
people of aDy State. Believing that the institu¬
tion in its best estate is provisional and transitory,
we hail every step which looks to its peaoeful and
beneficunt extinction. But we aro of those who
believe that a good thing cannot be properly done
in a bad way.that justioe docs not take tribute
from iDjustice, right from wrong, or truth from
error.

History is full of examples in which arbitrary
power has sought to commend itself to popu¬
lar favor by showing that it intends to substitute
the principles of popular liberty for oligarchic and
oppressive institutions. Thus J ames II. endeavor¬
ed to break through the restraints of the British
Constitution, or perhaps ultimately to establish the
Catholic religion' in England, by proclaiming lib¬
erty of conscience for all, against the established
Church. Austria at ono time urged measures ap¬
parently liberal for the peasants against the Galli-
oian nobles, and in suoh cases, as has been well
suid by Dr. Lieber in reflecting on this device of
usurpers, " Governments are sure to find numerous

persons that do not look beyond the single mea¬

sure, nor to the means by wnioh it is oarried out;
yet the legality and constitutionality ?f these
means arc of great and frequently of greater im¬
portance than the measure itsolf. Even histori¬
ans," he adds, " are frequently captivated by the
apparently liberal character of a single measure,
forgetting that the d^kes of an institutional Gov¬
ernment once being broken through, the whole
country may soon be flooded by an irresistible tide
of arbitrary power."

Against all such scduotive influences the intel¬
ligent patriot is therefore called to boon his guard,
and to stand up firmly for the right, whether regard
he had to ends or to means, and never directly or

indirectly to give his sanotion to the odious
doctrine that g)od ends sanctify unrighteous
means.

WATCHWORDS FOR PATRIOTS.

Selected Jrom Gen. Mc Chllan'a Writings.
1 be true issue for which we are fighting is the preaer-

vation of the Unionand upholding the laws of the General
Government.Instructions to Gen. Burnside,Jan 7,1862.
We are fighting solely for tne integrity of the Union, to

uphold the power ot our National Government, and to re¬

store to the nation the blessings of peace and good order.
Instructions to Gen Halleek, November 11, 186J.

You will please constantly to bear in mind the present
issue for which we are fighting; that issue ia the preser¬
vation of the Union and the restoraiion of full authority of
the General Government over all portions of our territory.
Instructions to Gen. Butll, November 7, 1861.

We shall mo»t readily suppress this rebellion and re¬

store the authority of the Government by religiously re¬

specting the constitutional rights of all .Instructions to
Gen. Bui 11, November 7,1861.
Be careful ao to treat the unarmed inhabitants as to

contract, not widen, the breach existing between us and
the rebels.. Instructions to Gen Buell, November 12, 1861.

*1 have alnafi found that it is the tendency of subordi¬
nates to tQdke vexatious arrests on mere suapicion..In¬
structions to Gen Buell, November 12, 1861. .

8ay a* little as possible about polities or the negro..In¬
structions to Gen. Burnside, January 7, 1862.

The unity of the nation, the preservation of our institu¬
tions, are ao dear to me that I have willingly aacrificed my
private happin«-aa with the single object of doing my duty
to my country..-Letter to Secretary Cameron, October, 1861

Whatever the determination of the Government may be,
I will do the best I can with the Army of the Potomao,
and will *hare its fate, whatever may be the ta>k imposed
upon me.Letter to Secretary Cameron, October, 1861.

Neither conli-cation of property, political executions of
persona, territorial orgar iraiiin of fctatea, nor foicible
abolition of slavery, should be contemplated for a mo¬

ment..Letter to President Lincoln, July 7, 1862.

In prosecuting this war, all private property and un.

armed persons should be strictly protected, subject to the
neeesrity of military operations .Letter to the President,
July 7, 1862.

Military arrests should not be tolt rated, except in places
where active hostilities exist; and oatha, not required by
enactments constitutionally made, should be neither de¬
mand, d nor received..Letter to the President. July 7, 1862.

A declaration of radical views, especially upon slavery,
will rapidly disintegrate our present armies .Letter to
the President, July 7, 1862.

If it is not deemed best to entrust me with the com¬

mand even of my own army, I simply ask to ahare their
late on the field of battle .Despatch to General Halleek.
August 30, 1862.

By pursuing the political course I have always advised
it ia possible to bring about a permanent restoration of the
Un.ou.u reunion by which the rights of both sections
shall be preserved, and by which both parties shall pre¬
serve their self-respect, while they respect each other..
Gen McCltllan's Report.

In the arrangement and conduct of campaigns the direc¬
tion should be left to professional aoldiera..Gen. McClel-
lan's Report.

I am devoutly grateful to Gi d that ray last campaign
was crowned with a victory which saved the nation from
the greatest peril it bad then undergone.. Gen. McClel-
tan's Report.
At such a time as this, and in such aetruggle, political

partisanship sh< uld be merged in a true and brave patriot¬
ism, which thinka only of the good of the whole country.
Gen. Mr Ctiltan's West Point Oration.

FREEDOM OF THE PRE38!

I rom the Baltimore American of Saturday.
Major Gen. Wallace, commanding thia Department,

yesterday suppressed the publication of a paper called the
Evening Post. The following is a eopy of the order:

Hr.AIICK ARTF.RH MlDDLR DEPARTMENT,
Eighth Army Corps, September 30, lr.64.

t ditoilh ok fcVKNiNO Pont : AS ilie surest means of
preventing your office being made the subject of violence,
you will discontinue the publication of your paper, the
evening Poat.

Y

By order of Major Gen. Wallace :

Oliver Matthews, c'apt. and A A. G.

tJh ^er«£rnLi.D named Conant, who failed in

j ,
97&,000. paid off hia creditors last Saturday, both

principal and interest.

There is no truth in the report that Minister Adam* is
about to retire from hia diplomatic position io London.

A. BIBLICAL INQU1HT.
It inay be within the memory of Home of our

readers that a week or two ago we offered some
reflections on certain " views" put forth by the
Boston Recorder, professedly | religious paper, in
warning against the " danger " (to whioh it be¬
lieves the American people are exposed "from
selfish desires for peaoe ") of being " too ready to
take the Divine prerogative of forgiveness into our
own hand, as if we were more merciful than God,
and pardon those dreadful offenders whom He in
meroy to posterity has delivered to us to punish
and destroy." In support of this comfortable
rheoiy of oivil duty the Recorder oited, as a "les¬
son whioh Amerioan Christians should not forget
at suoh a crisis as this," the example of Saul, who,
having been oommanded by the voioe of the Lord,
speakiog through Samuel, the prophe*., to "go and
smite Amalek, and utterly destroy all that they
have, and spare them not, but slay both man and
woman, infant and suckling, ox and sheep, camel
and ass," had been "rejeoted from being king
over Israel," because he took Agag, the king of
the Amalekites, alive, instead of killing him, and
because he allowed the soldiers of the Jewish army
to "spare the best of the sheep and oxen," under
the pretence of reserving them for « sacrifice unto
the Lord," instead of destroying them utterly, ac-

oarding to the literal terms of the commission he
had received from the Almighty.
We ventured very deferentially to intimate to

the editors of the Reoorder, that, as this terrible
decree in the ca.se of Amalek cainc directly from
Heaven and was supernaturally communicated to
the anointed interpreters of the Divine counsels.
as without this direct mandate from the Judge of
all the earth no such war of utter extermination
would have been known as an imperative duty.it
was to be presumed that the Boston Reoorder was

equally inspired with Samuel the prophet when it
thus undertook to utter its admonitions to the Gov¬
ernment and people of the United States against the
great sin and wickednefs of daring to "take the di¬
vine prerogative of forgiveness into our hands, as if
we were more merciful than God." And wc added
the e:tpres«ion of our hope that it would conde¬
scend to inform us at whose hands it received the
prophetic consecration in virtuo of which it thus
assumed a right to "deal damnation round the
land,' as "without such divine authority its lan¬
guage must seem to pious minds little better than
blasphemy."

In its weekly number of Friday last the Re¬
oorder taxes us with attempting " a ferocious as¬

sault on its theory of religious duty at this crisis,
but expre&ses the opinion that our assault " fails of
all force" because we have wholly mistaken its in¬
tent and its language. We ehould be very glad,
for the sake of the Recorder, to think so, though
we should exceedingly regret, for our own sake,
that wo had been so unfortunate as not properly to

apprehend its intent or interpret its language. But,
on cither supposition, we take pleasure in placing
before our readers the explanation which our re¬

ligious contemporary gives of its Scripturo prece¬
dents. After reciting a portion of the language it
had used, it says :
" Again we ank, were not the cases of Saul and Joash

yitoudt'd to have any influence upon us and upon ruler* in
these last times 7 Were they not reoorded aa warnings
against certain dangers, though not as examples for our

'"frf^ b!ind .iD7,tat,0B 7 upon pain of being
called bloody-minded,' and of being accused of arrogat-
ID,gJ£J0~r,elve" ' ProPhetio consecration ' to make no use
of Old Testament examples, of which the Apo,tle gays .

.Now all theee things happened unto them for examples'
and they are written for our admonition upon whom the
ends i/f the world are ccme 7'"

If the respected editors of the Recorder will
recur to the observations on whioh they animadvert
with so much sensibility they will find that we at¬
tempted to lay no restriction on their citation of
Old Testament examples, though we expressed
some curiosity to know by what internal illumina¬
tion they were able to decide that only examplos
of a particular class were appropriate to our present
situation. To this effeot we wrote :

" As the Recorder says this example of Joaah i«, equal'y
with the case ot Haul, a 'le.son whioh American Christians
»hould not neglect at mch a crisis as this,' we beg respect¬
fully to ask wben and where it received the spirit and
power of Elisha, in virtue of which it assumes to pronounce
that this precedent ia appropriate to our times and land 7
For we presume the editors of the Recorder are sufficient
ly familiar with their Biblea to know that on another oc¬
casion, when the Syrians, while devastating Palestine were

completely delivered into the bands of the King of Israel
and when the King wa« anxious to smite them, the pro¬
phet answered, . thou shalt not smite them,'and command
ed to ' set bread and water before them, that they may eat
and drink, and go to their master.' And it ia written that
the King of Israel ' prepared great proviaion for them ; and
whon they had eaten and drunk, be sent them, and they
went to their master.' 'So the bands of Syria,' adds the
sacred chronicler, 'came no more to the land of Israel'
Will the Recorder be good em.ugh to inform us by what
superior illumination it has* come to know that this OH
Testament precedent (in which the prophet, it would
seem, lent some countenance to the ' divine attribute ot
firfliveness' even when exercised by men) is not profit*
able for doctrine, for repro,»f, for correction, or for instruc¬
tion in righteousness at the present time 7"
We regret that on these points the Recorder

vouchsafes us no information whatever.
As our sole object in referring to the observa¬

tions of the Reoorder was to put in an humble plea
for one of the Divine attributes which our contem¬

porary thinks it would be a great sin and wickod-
ness for American Christians to imitate, wo beg to
refer the editors of the Reoorder to another Old
Testament precedent which they seem to have over¬

looked. It is recorded in tho 28th chapter of the
Second Book of Chronicles, and is as follows. (We
quote from the 8th to the 10th verses, inclusive:)

" And the children of Israel carried away captive of
their brethren two hundred thousand, women, sons and
daughters, and took also away much spoil from them find
brought the spoil to Samaria

o» i*"1 .fr°Phet °f Lord was there, whose name was
Oded ; and be went out before the host that came to Sa¬
maria, and said unto them, Behold, because the Lord God
of your fathers waa wroth with Judah he hath delivered.
them into your band, and yt have slain thrm in a ran* that
rraih»th up unto hemvrn.
''And now ye purpose to keep under the children of

Judah and Jerusalem for bondmen and bondwomen unto
you ; but are, there, not with you, even with you, sins njjainst
the. Lord your God /"

Now, we humbly submit to the better judgment
of tho editors of tho Reoorder that without any
suoh internal illumination as they may possess, it
strikes us that there are some persons, calling
themselves Christians, who might very profitably
tako a lesson from thu page in tho Old Testament
records. The sins of the South, like those of
ancient Judah, have justly provoked the- anger
of the Almighty, but we venture to intimate to
the Reoorder that there ia some danger lest, while
oonoeiving ourselves the instruments of heaven
to exeoute the Divine decrees on a guilty race,
we may become transmuted into the agents
of our own selfiah and revengeful paaaioLS.
slaying the victims of the law " in a rage that

shall reach up to heaven I" And at a time
when so many inculoate the duty of " subjugat¬
ing " the Southern people, contrary to the expressdeclaration and pledge of the National Legislature
as made in the beginning of the war, would it not
be timely for some prophet to arise in the spirit
and power of Oded, and ory aloud in the streets,
" are there not with you, even with you, sins
against the Lord your God?" We venture to ex¬
press the opinion that the steadfast patriot who is
eve r on guard against the eyil passions whioh
would corrupt his patriotism into " rage," is a man
whose loyalty will last longer and go further than
that of the maligaant philanthropist who is afraid
of being " too ready to tike the Divine prerogative
of forgiveness in hie own hands."
On another point of our oriticism the Recorder

says :

"Again, the Intelligencer, iu drawing it* nict distinctions,accuses ui of advocating the indiscriminate aud cruel¦laughter of all the iuhabitanU of the South, because we.aid that Qod in his mercy to posterity has delivered to usthese dreadful criminals to punish aud destroy. Does theIntelligencer then affirm that all the iuhabitants of tbeSouth belong to the number of ' these dreadful criminals?'We only said that Qod had delivered the dreadful criminalsto us to punish and dettroy No man in his tenses could
suppose us to think that all. or very many at the South,were ' these dreadful criminals,' but all would see that wespoke of the leaders and inveterate abettors of the rebel¬lion"
The Recorder having cited the example of Saul

ia the oase of Amalek as " a lesson whioh Amerioan
Christians should not neglect at such a crisis as
this," and as the guilt of Saul consisted in not ut¬
terly exterminating that devoted people, it occur¬
red to us that our contemporary's precepts mightpossibly bo as comprehensive as its illustrative ex¬
amples. And on what principle, wo ask, does the
Recorder assume the right, after having citcd the
ease of Saul, to limit the application of that
example to " llic leaders and inveterate abettors of
tho rebellion ?" Is not our contemporary, by thus
weakening the folce of its own chosen illustra¬
tion, in sjiue danger of repeating the impiety of
Saul who recoilcd from the literal fulfillment of
tho Divine decrees ?
As the Recorder espouses the cause of Mr.

Lincoln against the candidacy of Gen. McClellan,
atd, while awarding to the latter just praise for
" courago and Christian principle," regreti that
he did. not wholly renounce the Chicago nomina¬
tion, we wculd respectfully invite the attention of
its editors to such portions of the .Hebrew ohroni-
cles as show the intimate connexion between the
charactcr of the Jewish monarch at any given
time and the blessing of Heaven. And if there
be any "lesson'' in such historical testimonies
for the instruction and admonition of American
Christians "in the present crisis," perhaps it
will apprize us of the considerations in virtue of
whioh it rejects the candidaoy of Gen. McClellan
(who is reputed to be an humble Christian, as
well by practice as profession) in favor of Mr. Lin¬
coln, who, whatever may be the amiable traits of
his personal character, makes no pretensions, we

believe, to a practical experience of Christianity.
But, even if the Recorder may think that in mo¬
dern times there is no uso for Christianity in the
Presidential chair, it should not, we humbly con¬

ceive, undertako to throw the entire weight of the
Old Testament against the candidaoy of Gen. Mc¬
Clellan, who, we take it, is supported by many
persons quite as intelligent and oonscicntious as
the editors of tho Boston journal; and such per¬
sons, we maj add, aro not likely to be deterred from
his support by the vaticinations of any pro¬
phets who sufficiently show by their one-sided
speech that, like their prototypes in tho days of
Jeremiah, they " prophesy after the deceit of their
own hearts."
On the whole, we hope the Reoorder, after re¬

flection, will pcrccive that it has attempted mat¬
ters too high for it. And we think it~
will admit that the editors of religious jour¬
nals, in favoring one political party at the ex¬

pense of another, aro in soma "danger" of
"handling the word of God deceitfully" whea
they flippantly press its awful sanctions into
tho s<rvioc%of their own preconoeived notions
of policy. The alabaster box filled with the oint¬
ment of precious spikenard may be piously broken
in homage to tho Master, but when it reeks with
the odors of political prejudice and tho fumes of
human passion we doubt whether it affords an ac¬

ceptable savor. We read in the Apocalypse of
« vjai. 0f wrath," but they are held in the hands
of angels, n»t nj men. We read also of tho "golden
vials, full of odors, whioh are the prayers of saints,"
not the curse* of saints. Tho thunderbolts of the Al¬
mighty are too heavy for men to lift, muoh less to
wield with Rracc and skill. Even among the
heathen it was considered presumptuous to
mimio the thunders of Jupiter, and to this day
Salmoneus lives in the old classic mythology
to point a moral against the greater temerity of
those who think by the mutterings of their own
sectional and political passions to simulate the ful-
minations of Jehovah.

Pr.mrvt ! qui nimliot f.l non xmilabxlt fulmr.n,Jtirc el cornipidam yu.hu simularat tquorum.

THE GEORGIA MILITIA.
The proclamation »f Governor Brown, which we pub¬

lished a day or two ago, withdrawing the militia of tke
State of Georgit from the army of Gen. Hood, does not
meet with the approvnl of tho newspapers, some of which,
at least, are ridiculing the Governor for its promulgation.
The Chattanooga Rebel (now published at Griffin, Geor¬
gia,) says:
"We once heard a drunken roldrer shout,*'What is

fseedom without liberty, and what is liberty without inde¬
pendence V Brown says, what is independence without
sorghum, and hi>w i* sorghum to be saved without the
melli<h ?"
And again: "We have heard of men 'saving their ba¬

con by getting out of a fight,' but Governor Brown has
called his militia from the front to save their sorghum,
t his flank movement on sorghum is certainly a 'sweet-
ner.'"

In another place, "John Happy," (Capt. Roberts, on*
of the editors,) gets off the following:

SORMHUH SIRUP AND THE MILITI4.

Tumnltnou* horror brooded o'er the van,
I'resairing wr th to Georgl* and to miin,
« h Heaven I cried Joe, we most onrsirghnm ravs.
Is there no hnnd on high to save the brave 1
What, though destruction sweeps these lovely plains,
Wlint's liberty to as if sorghum yet remains 1
lly that sweet nam* we raise onr knives on high,
And swear to reap It while we live, aod sack it as we die.

Severely Per»oratid.The U. 8. sloop of war
Brooklyn, which arrived at Charlestown (Mass )last week
from Mobile, has f>0 shots in her sides, 73 in other parte,
and 1,200 pounds (>f iron shot and shell burled in her
decks.

>

A San Franoisco despatch of the 96th furnishes the fol¬
lowing item of news. " Prom eight to ten thousand acres
of cotton are under cultivation la Sinaloa, with floe prca-peote."


